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2006 was a very successful 
year for the PAWS of 
Bainbridge Island Cat 
Adoption Program.  With 
a total of 364 intakes and 
377 placements, we 
continue to increase the 
ovncfs pg qfut Ĝoejoh 
good homes through our 
services. The Adoption 
Center entered its 
second year, and has 
become a recognized place 
jo uif dpnnvojuz up Ĝoe 
assistance in adopting a 
cat or kitten, or in getting 
information on any of the 
puifs QBXT qsphsbnt/  QBXT gpvoe joepps pomz ipnft gps 349 ljuufot- qmbdfe Ĝwf 
barn cats and returned two Adoption Program cats to long lost owners.

Adoption Center: 

The Adoption Center was staffed by a combination of volunteer and paid staff.  11 volunteers provided an average 
of 144 hours per month, with paid staff working 64 hours per month. This effort allowed the Adoption Center to be 
open 7 days a week.  Recruiting and training adoption counselors is an ongoing focus, to provide relief and respite 
gps wpmvouffst boe cbdl.vq gps bmm tubgg/ Evsjoh 3117 b upubm pg 311 üzfst bewfsujtjoh gps Bepqujpo Dpvotfmpst xfsf 
distributed and newspaper advertising was utilized as well.

The Adoption Center has become a focal point for public education.  Adoption Counselors provide written materi-
als as well as behavior counseling and referrals to help the public access other PAWS programs, especially lost & 
found and free spay/neuter. In many cases, the expertise of PAWS volunteers and staff has allowed families to retain 
pets that they initially thought they would have to place because of behavioral or other issues.

The Cattery:

The Cattery provided open-concept adult foster space for a total of 136 cats. While the challenges of maintaining 
pqujnbm ifbmui jo b üfyjcmf qpqvmbujpo dpoujovf- uif qsphsbn dpoujovft up vujmj{f uif nptu vq.up.ebuf wfufsjobsz 
information. This year we added an additional vaccine for Feline Bordatella for all cats coming  in to The Cattery 
boe xf ipqf up tff b tjhojûdbou efdsfbtf jo vqqfs sftqjsbupsz jmmofttft bt b sftvmu/  Xf dpoujovbmmz ifbs qptjujwf 
feedback from adopters and potential adopters about the depth of knowledge that PAWS displays about the cats in 
our adoption program, and about the low stress attitudes of cats during adoptions. This is attributable in large part 
to the open-concept approach used at both the Adoption Center and The Cattery.  The cats learn very quickly to 
accommodate other cats socially, and the environmental stimulation and opportunity for exercise are a major factor 
in the overall health of the cats in the adoption program. The lack of cages allows staff and volunteers to interact 
naturally with the cats and gain a much better understanding of how the cats will behave in a household setting.
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Sanctuary: 

In order to maintain a successful adoption program, a limited number of census spots at The Cattery are made avail-
able for sanctuary cats. (Currently 5)

A sanctuary cat is a cat that because of age, health, or behavior is not adoptable. These cats would be considered in 
the “Treatable-Manage” category of the Asilomar Scale.  These are differentiated from the “Unhealthy/Unadoptable” 
category by the following criteria:

		  1. Non-communicable health issues- cats that test positive Feline Leukemia, FIV, 
		  Symptomatic high titer FIP, or other contagious non-treatable illness are not be 
		  considered for sanctuary cats.
	
  3/ Opo.bhhsfttjwf í dbut uibu joüjdu jokvsz up ivnbot ps puifs dbut sfrvjsjoh nfejdbm 
		  intervention are not be considered for sanctuary cats.

Sanctuary Cat Veterinary Care- 
basic veterinary care to pro-
vide a good quality of life will 
be provided to sanctuary cats 
including: geriatric blood panel 
(depending on age), dental care, 
dietary supplements, parasite 
control, routine medications 
for chronic conditions (thyroid, 
etc).  Minor surgeries to pre-
vent pain and restore function 
(dental extractions, treating 
abscesses, etc.) Major surger-
ies will not be undertaken on 
sanctuary cats, unless such a 
surgery would prove cura-
tive and allow the animal to 
become adoptable, and re-
sources are available for such a 
procedure. (Amputation, etc.) 
The Adoption Program Direc-
tor makes decisions regarding 
major surgeries.

End of life issues: all sanctuary cats will be considered DNR, and decisions regarding euthanasia will be made by the 
Adoption Program Director based on input from staff and veterinarians. The primary factors in deciding to eutha-
nize a cat will be pain, progressive nature of the disability/illness, quality of life, ability to function at The Cattery, and 
vtf pg sftpvsdft )ujnf- tubgg- ûobodft*/

Iptqjdf; Jg b tboduvbsz dbu sfrvjsft npsf joufotjwf wfufsjobsz dbsf up qspmpoh juòt mjgf- f/h/ sfhvmbs üvjet- jotvmjo jokfd-
tions, etc., and a space is available in the Cat Hospice program, then the cat may be moved to that program at the 
discretion of the Adoption Program Director.

This year 2 Sanctuary cats, Kid and Pookie,  were euthanized due to deteriorating health status.
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New Programs:

PALS (Pets and Loving Seniors) - 
Underlying Philosophy: It has been proven there is an emotional and 
qiztjdbm ifbmui cfofûu up qfu pxofstijq- ftqfdjbmmz gps fmefsmz qfpqmf/ 
Studies have shown reductions in blood pressure and cholesterol levels 
when comparing elderly pet owners to their contemporaries. The ben-
fûut bsf efsjwfe gspn tpdjbm joufsbdujpo- ibwjoh b qvsqptf- boe sfdfjwjoh 
unconditional love.

History of program: Helpline House staff determined that there might 
cf b xbz up bqqspbdi fmefsmz qfpqmf xip xpvme qpufoujbmmz cfofûu gspn uifjs tfswjdft cvu xip xfsf vodpngpsu-
able coming forward. They surmised that pet owners would be more likely to ask for assistance for their pets, and 
this would bring them to the social worker, who could use the opportunity to assess the human needs and develop 
a relationship with the pet owner. They approached PAWS to provide assistance with the pets. Discussions led to 
expanding the program to include actually placing cats with seniors as “permanent” fosters.

Goal:
• To help seniors keep their pets as long as possible, while ensuring that the well-being of the pet is not neglected.
Æ Up qspwjef tfojpst xjui uif cfofûut pg qfu pxofstijq xjuipvu uif qpufoujbmmz qspijcjujwf dptu cz qmbdjoh pmefs dbut 
that are in the PAWS adoption program as fosters, i.e., PAWS would continue to be the responsible owner, paying 
gps gppe- mjuufs- bddfttpsjft boe wfu dbsf/ Uijt bmtp cfofûut uif dbut uibu xpvme qspcbcmz opu hfu bepqufe evf up uifjs 
age.

Hospice - 
PAWS has made resources available to assist in providing 
sanctuary for up to 6 additional cats who have ongoing age-
related medical conditions.  If a staff person at one of our 
participating vet clinics wishes to provide long-term fostering 
for a medically challenged sanctuary cat, PAWS is able to as-
sist in the following ways:

1. Provide basic veterinary care – such as geriatric blood 
qbofm )zfbsmz*- sfhvmbs usfbunfou gps üfbt- xpsnt )bt offefe*- 
maintenance veterinary care related to the cat’s condition 
í uizspje nfet- tjovt nfejdbujpo- fzf0fbs espqt- üvjet )tvc.
cu), treatment of abscesses. PAWS is not able to provide 
ûobodjbm bttjtubodf gps nbkps tvshfsz )uizspjefdupnz- fud/* ps 
emergency live-saving procedures (resuscitation, etc.) If the 
foster home wishes to provide additional veterinary services, 
uibu xjmm cf uif ûobodjbm sftqpotjcjmjuz pg uif gptufs ipnf/
2. Provide food appropriate to the cat’s needs.
3. Provide resources and support to foster homes as needed. 
(Such as: litterboxes, circulating fountains, insulin meters, cat 
beds, pill guns, respite boarding for vacations, etc.)

PAWS strongly believes that prolonging end of life struggles, while emotionally important for human caregivers, 
is not in the best interest of the cat.  Cats in the Medical Sanctuary program will be considered DNR, and will be 
treated with a hospice model of care.
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Continuing Trends:

Adult Sterilization

3117 xbt uif 4se zfbs uibu joublft pg bmsfbez tufsjmj{fe bevmut xbt hsfbufs uibo joubdu bevmut/ Uijt jt b sfüfdujpo pg 
the success of the community-wide emphasis placed on spay/neuter and responsible pet ownership.

Kitten Intakes

Number of litters taken in this year continued to be lower than the highs seen in 2000-2003. In addition, the num-
cfs pg mjuufst gspn pxofe bojnbmt xbt podf bhbjo tjhojûdboumz mpxfs- bmmpxjoh vt up qspwjef npsf sfmjfg up puifs 
agencies, serving areas with less effective spay/neuter programs. This year we assisted with litters from Kitsap Hu-
mane Society,  Animal Emergency and Trauma Center, The Furrytale Farm, and Pierce County Animal Control.

Litter Intake Sources
	 Year		  Owner Relinquish	 IFTW	 (feral kittens) KHS/other agency	 Total
	 2000		  77			   7		  1 (PAWS Bremerton)		 85
	 2001		  62			   7		  1 (KHS)			   63
	 2002		  47			   25		  0				    72
	 2003		  63			   5		  3 (ARF & KHS)		  71
	 2004		  20			   10		  23 (KHS & R.E.D.)		  53
	 2005		  23			   11		  15 (KHS)			   49
	 2006		  19			   11		  29				    59
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Sources of Adoption Program Cats

This year PAWS took in cats and kittens from many sources.  The majority of these animals continue to fall in the 
“Healthy/Adoptable” category of the Asilomar Scale.  The breakdown of condition of cats at intake is as follows:

		  Unhealthy/untreatable - 5 - animals with non treatable vet conditions, animals who are 
		  aggressive (4 were euthanized, 1 placed as a barn cat)

		  Treatable/Manage - 23 - non-curable but maintainable veterinary conditions, elderly 
		  animals (4 barn cats, 5 Sanctuary cats, 4 PALS cats, 10 adopted)

		  Treatable/rehab - 40 - animals under the age of 10 who are either shy or have curable 
		  medical conditions (40 adopted)

		  Healthy/adoptable - 309 - social animal with no non-routine veterinary needs (309 adopted)

Xf dpoujovf up xpsl up efûof uif qspqfs dbufhpsj{bujpo pg bojnbmt bt tppo bt qpttjcmf gpmmpxjoh joublf- up 
maximize the use of resources for those cats with the most adoption potential, keeping in mind our ability to 
handle many cats with issues that would be cause for euthanasia with other organizations. Once again, in the PAWS 
program, we were able to meet the goals of the American Humane “Getting To Zero” Initiative and the ASPCA Mis-
sion Orange™ program. These programs are critical, new national undertakings based on realistic assumptions and 
the profound belief that, within our lifetime,  American society can reduce to zero the number of healthy or treat-
able dogs, cats and other companion animals that are euthanized in animal care and control facilities.
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Distribution of Foster Caseload

Because the majority of animals in our program continue to be kittens, our network of foster homes again provided 
the bulk of foster services in our program.  A dedicated group of 24 families provided care, shelter, socialization and 
transportation for 193 cats and kittens. 

Uif sftqpotft gspn qpufoujbm bepqufst sfüfdufe uif dpnnvojuz.xjef tvqqpsu gps uif gptufs qsphsbn- boe nboz 
people applauded our ability to keep kittens healthier by segregating individual litters into separate foster homes.  
Even though many of our intakes had infectious and parasitic diseases on intake (especially those from other shel-
ters and of feral origin) we were able to maintain a measure of infection control to provide a healthy environment 
for litters by utilizing this foster network.

Pof pg pvs qsphsbn qsjpsjujft jt sfdsvjunfou boe sfufoujpo pg usbjofe gptufs ipnft- boe xf dpoujovf up qptu üzfst 
and advertise in local papers to bolster the ranks of our foster home network.

In addition 29 cats and kittens were fostered by their owners until the were adopted, and in many ways this is an 
optimal solution because it decreases the stress level of the animal during the adoption process, and it does not 
take up a space either at The Cattery or in a foster home, however owner fostering does take a high level of com-
mitment on the part of the owner, and increased communication efforts from Adoption staff to facilitate the even-
tual placement.
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